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M.Mauss’s “The Gift” in Contemporary Society - A Focus on changes
in people’s Giving Behaviors during the period of pandemic of COVIT-19 -
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Summary

People’s Giving behaviors in society today appears to have showed major changes with the pandemic of the
COVID-19. Food bank activities and food assistance drives for college students have been repeatedly reported in
the media, and Crowdfunding has been attracting increasing attention.

The purpose of this study is to focus on people’s giving behaviors in Japan during the period of COVIT-19
disaster and to understand the nature of people’s changes in their behaviors and minds. We observed people’s
giving behaviors of 1) food assistance, 2) donations including crowdfunding. Through our observation, we
focused on the changes in these behaviors to examine what drives and motivates people's giving behaviors.

As a result, we found out three factors: 1) a temporary generation of “Paradise built in Hell”, 2) increasing
awareness that donating behaviors will enhance people’s well-being, and 3) promotion of online ICT technology
that facilitates giving behaviors.

Although COVIT-19 pandemic may have been a transient situation, we thought that the deepening isolation and
deprivation among our societies caused by the COVIT-19. Such people’s consciousness that we share the
difficulties and hardships drive and spur people, not only to food assistance for children, and also to new type of

donation behaviors.
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